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Text Predictions: On

Dissertation: AO2 — Use resources

Mark band 1

Some sources have been used and investigated.
There is some referencing of research sources
and a bibliography is included, listing most of
the sources.

Information and resources have been selected
and some of this is directly relevant to the
research question. The information has been
collated in reference to the research question
posed. There are attempts to establish links
and connections between the information
used, but some of these may be tenuous.

Some understanding of the less complex areas
of the research topic has been shown. The
learner makes some attempt to evaluate the
reliability of sources, but this is not always
effective.

A range of different types of sources have
been used and investigated. Research sources
are referenced appropriately and a
bibliography is included, listing the sources in
an appropriate format.

Information and resources relevant to the
research question have been selected. The
information has been analysed in reference to
the research question posed. The learner has
established clear links and connections
between the information used.

A reasonable understanding of the
complexities of the research area in general,
and the research question in particular, has
been shown. The learner is generally effective
in evaluating the reliability of sources.

A wide range of different types of sources
have been used and thoroughly investigated.
Research sources are referenced appropriately
and consistently and a bibliography is included,
listing the sources in an appropriate and
consistent format.

Information and resources relevant to the
research question have been carefully
selected. The information has been analysed
and synthesised in reference to the research
question posed. Clear, concise and detailed
links have been established between the
information used.

A thorough understanding of the complexities
of the research question has been shown.
Learners have placed the research question
into the wider context of the research area.
The learner makes use of the distinction
between fact, speculation and subjective
opinion in evaluating the reliability of sources
and does this consistently effectively.

0-4 marks

5-8 marks

9-12 marks

See pages 56-57 for guidance on how to use the marking grids.
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An attempt has been made to structure the
dissertation, using sections.

Information is generally presented in a logical
‘order, although some of it may not be wholly
relevant. Some use is made of techniques that
aid clarity, eg numbering, headings,
paragraphing, labelling.

Language errors (eg grammar, syntax,
vocabulary) may sometimes be intrusive but
they generally do not interfere with
‘communication. Some technical terms are
used.

‘The content shows some understanding of the
topic and an attempt to answer the research
question.

There is a brief conclusion that summarises
the point of view and the case that has been
made.

The dissertation is structured in sections and
there is some evidence of the ability to link
them together coherently.

Information is presented in a logical order and
is generally clear and relevant. Generally
effective use is made of techniques that aid
clarity, eg numbering, headings, paragraphing,
labelling.

There are few language errors (eg grammar,
syntax, vocabulary), and they are generally not
intrusive and do not interfere with
communication. Technical terms are generally
used appropriately.

The content shows good understanding of the
topic area and an argument that answers the
research question. Some counter arguments or
alternative interpretations are considered in
the discussion.

‘There is a clear conclusion that summarises.
the point of view and the case that has been
made. There are some suggestions for further
work.

‘The dissertation is well structured, with
‘appropriate sections that are linked together
coherently throughout.

Information is presented in a logical order and
it is consistently clear and relevant. Effective
and consistent use is made of techniques that
aid clarity, eg numbering, headings,
paragraphing, labelling.

There are few language errors (eg grammar,
syntax, vocabulary) and they are not intrusive
and do not interfere with communication.
‘Technical terms are used consistently and
effectively.

The content shows a thorough and perceptive
understanding of the topic area and a clearly
argued and well-thought out argument that
‘answers the research question and is
supported by several lines of reasoning.
Counter arguments or alternative
interpretations are considered carefully and
systematically in the discussion.

‘There is a clear and well-developed
conclusion that proficiently summarises the
point of view and the case that has been made.
There are well-thought out suggestions for
further work and an awareness of any wider
implications.

0-8 marks

9-16 marks

17-24 marks.
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See pages 53-54 for guidance on how to use the marking grids.
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