EPQ: Writing the Introduction 

(c. 800-1000 words)

The purpose of the introduction is to set the scene for your readers and draw them into the project. 

TIP: if you have completed a detailed project proposal form, use this to help you to draft your introduction. Alternatively, your introduction may enable you to revisit your PPF and add detail to it.

The introduction should include:

A statement of your research question: use the words from the question to get you started. In essence you are aiming for an expanded and more detailed statement of your project title. 

What your project objectives are and a rationale for these :

Why you chose your topic: does it link to an area of specific interest, other study, a future career, etc? 

Did something in particular inspire you? 

Background to your project:
Outline the key issues relevant to your project. 

Explore the different aspects of your question:

Show you are aware of the complexities associated with your question.

Explain which aspects you have chosen to focus on and why. 

Definitions of any key terms crucial to your project: 

Define any key concepts / ideas that are crucial to your project. 

You may wish to define some of the key terms from your title itself.

Explain any parameters chosen:

Are you only focusing on a certain location or time period? 

Are there any aspects you are choosing to exclude due to the limitations of scope? 

