ECONOMICS READING LIST

We would recommend two useful purchases when you commence your course in economics:
a subscription to Economic Review, a magazine written specifically for A-Level students. The magazine has four editions per year. It features a number of articles by experienced examiners on exam techniques, and is also an excellent way of keeping up with current trends in economics. The subscription price is approximately £12.00 per year. Further details will be available in September.

A subscription to The Economist, a weekly magazine dealing with business, economics, politics and international issues. It also has sections on technology, so can be of use to other subject areas such as business studies, politics, DT, ICT, Geography etc. In the past there has been a special deal for students, where the Economist is available at a very reasonable price – further details will be available in September.

In the meantime, the economist has an app called “Espresso”, which you can download from your usual app store. It is free to read one article a day (these are short, factual and accessible) or £2.49 per month to be able to read each of the 5 or 6 articles per day. 
Reading List

Below is a list of books that deal with a variety of economics topics. In general, we would not necessarily expect you to read a book cover to cover – most of these titles are divided into separate chapters, so you can dip in and out of them. Once the course starts your teachers will sometimes recommend a particular book, or chapter from a book, but this list gives you an idea of the types of reading that you should be doing.

1.Animal Spirits (Akerlof and Shiller) ISBN: 978-0-691-14233-3
2.Economics – Short Introduction: (Partha Dasgupta): ISBN: 0192853457
3.How Markets Fail: The Logic of Economic Calamities (John Cassidy) ISBN: 1846143004
4.Keynes – the Return of the Master (Skidelsky) ISBN: 184614258X
5.Logic of Life (Tim Harford): ISBN: 0316027561  Plus any of Tim Harford’s other books, he’s written several. 
6.Meltdown – the end of the age of greed (Paul Mason) ISBN: 1844673960
7.New Ideas from Dead Economists (Todd Buchholz) ISBN: 0452288444
8.Return of Depression Economics and the Crisis of 2008 (Krugman) ISBN: 1846142393
9.The Big Questions: Tackling the Problems of Philosophy with Ideas from Mathematics, Economics and Physics (Stephen Landsburg) ISBN: 143914821X
 10.The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries Are Failing (Paul Collier): ISBN: 0195374630
 11.Why Popcorn Costs So Much at the Movies: Other Pricing Puzzles (McKenzie) ISBN: 0387769994 
 12.Freakonomics: (S Levitt/S Dubner): 

13.Superfreakonomics: (S Levitt/S Dubner) 

14.Free Lunch: Easily Digestible Economics: (David Smith) ISBN. Lots of interesting anecdotes

15.Made in Britain: How the nation earns its living: (Evan Davis) ISBN: 0349123780

16.Things They Don’t Tell You About Capitalism (Ha-Joon Chang), ISBN: 1846143284

The Establishment (and how they get away with it) – Owen Jones

(A good overview of how cynics see the economy and political institutions being run)

Nudge – Improving decisions about health, wealth and happiness – Richard Thaler and Cass Sunstein

(Behavioural economics, and how small changes can make consumers adapt their behaviour)

Economics: The Users Guide – Ha-Joon Chang(Written by an economics lecturer at Cambridge University, a light read with a good historical overview and examples of economics in action

The Return of Depression Economics – Paul Krugman

(A favourite. History of previous economic crises and a good explanation of the 2008 financial crisis)

The Price of Inequality – Joseph Stiglitz. A Nobel prize-winning economist, writing about why the western developed world has such high levels of inequality.

http://blogs.deloitte.co.uk/mondaybriefing/ - a weekly briefing, available online or you can subscribe free and be sent an email version each Monday morning. Very up-to-date and accessible with a variety of economics and business issues covered.

You will naturally have to find information from other sources when researching homework. Three further sources of information are the Internet, television and quality newspapers. You will be given advice on how best to use the Internet. You should aim to watch or listen to the news every day in addition to the many specific economics programmes that regularly appear on radio and TV. You should also read a quality newspaper on a regular basis. Although the economic pages should be of most interest, the main news pages often contain relevant articles. 

Cautionary Tales - podcast available from Tim Harford

Weekly Economics podcast - available on the sounds cloud

www.tutor2u.co.uk

BBC site: www.bbc.co.uk/news
www.bloomberg.com
